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We are …

Voice of the consumer

the umbrella organisation of the   
� 16 consumer centres …
� and 26 associations dealing with 

consumer policy
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Consumer Protection 
regardingToy Safety in Europe 

� RAPEX: i.e. 16. October 2010:

�11 of 27 alerts are toys

�Most of them are on the RAPEX-
list because of chemical risks
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Consumer Protection regarding 
Toy Safety in Europe 
� But:
�Only voluntary withdrawals and �Only voluntary withdrawals and 

recalls from the market
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Consumer Information regarding 
Toy Safety in Europe

� RAPEX
�But to be honest: Who knows �But to be honest: Who knows 

RAPEX?
� ICSMS
�Good tool, but too complicate and 

also not known!
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Consumer Information regarding 
toys in Germany

� Translation of RAPEX-alerts 
(European Information Center)(European Information Center)

� Private persons publishing recalls on 
different websites

� The Federal Institute for Occupational 
Safety and Health (BAuA) has a 
website with recalls

� Others
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Our demands for better 
information regarding toy safety

� ONE central alert-website for the 
EU EU 

�in all EU-languages
�daily updated and in consumer 

friendly language
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PAH (and other chemicals)
in toys
� The German testing organisation 

tested 50 toys this year: 32
contain PAH

� The German Federal Institute for 
Risk Assessment advises to 
avoid PAH as far as it is possible!
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PAH and the GS-Label

� No restrictions for PAH in the EU
� The Committee for Technical � The Committee for Technical 

Tools Consumer Products (AtAV) 
set stricter thresholds for PAH in 
products in 2007

� 0,2 mg/kg in toys for children 
under the age of 3
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What else is going on concerning 
PAH?
� German Public Authorities 

prepared a restriction 
recommendation for PAHs in 
consumer products (under 
REACH)

� German Government gave it to 
EC in June 2010
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Thank you!

Monika Büning
Policy Officer Environment, ProductPolicy Officer Environment, Product
Safety and Standardization
buening@vzbv.de
0049 30 25800 442
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